
CONTRADICTION 
by Joan Riordan 
 
It’s not good 
for the driver 
who has someplace to be or 
for the critters nearby 
in the sewer, 
brook or tree. But 
the gasoline leaking 
from an unknown vehicle 
leaves a mural 
of swirling colour 
on my street – 
a roiling ocean 
sunset during a storm. 
A masterpiece. 
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