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The Mischief Chief

Will slip through a keyhole like a body of mist.
Will blow out the candles before the wish.

Will tangle shoelaces, muddle drawers.
Swap all the keys for cupboards and doors.

Skate a figure of seven instead of an eight.
Blow raspberries over the kissing gate.

Mix sugar with salt, and flour with pepper.
Will smudge the ink on a handwritten letter.

Tear up the paper in rock, paper, scissors.
Sink the skimming stone bouncing downriver.

Trip up the cow jumping over the moon.
Make the soup splash away with the spoon.

Then rip up the story — thinks nothing’s dafter
than living happily ever after.
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